EDMUND  SPENSER
WE know little of Spenser's childhood
and nothing of his parents, except that his
father was probably an Edmund Spenser
of north-east Lancashire, a man of good
blood and " belonging to a house of ancient
fame." He was born in London in 1552,
nineteen years after the death of Ariosto,
and when Tasso was about eight years, old.
ITul! of the spirit of the Renaissance, at
once passionate and artificial, looking out
upon the world now as craftsman, now as
connoisseur, he was to found his art upon
theirs rather than upon the more humane,
the more noble, the less intellectual art of
Malory and the Minstrels. Deafened and
blinded by their influence, as so many of
us were in boyhood by that art of Hugo,
that made the old simple writers seem but
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